820

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and European Council
President Konstandinos Simitis and
European Commission President
Romano Prodi on Transatlantic
Aviation Negotiations

June 25, 2003

We are pleased to announce our agree-
ment to begin comprehensive air service ne-
gotiations between the United States and the
European Union in early autumn, following
the early June decision of the Council of the
European Union to approve a negotiating
mandate for the Commission. This is an his-
toric opportunity to build upon the frame-
work of existing agreements with the goal of
opening access to markets and maximizing
benefits for consumers, airlines, and commu-
nities on both sides of the Atlantic. The
United States and the European Union will
work together in a spirit of cooperation to
develop a mutually beneficial approach to
this crucial economic sector in a globalized
economy.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Congressional Passage
of the Keeping Children and
Families Safe Act of 2003

June 25, 2003

I commend Congress for passing the
Keeping Children and Families Safe Act of
2003 and am pleased to sign it into law.

The act will allow us to strengthen State
and community-based programs that prevent
child abuse and family violence and treat vic-
tims. In addition, the legislation will help us
keep children safe by requiring criminal
background checks for foster and adoptive
parents. It also provides additional resources
to increase the number of older children
placed in adoptive families.

NOTE: S. 342, approved June 25, was assigned
Public Law No. 108-36.
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Remarks to the Corporate Council
on Africa’s United States-Africa
Business Summit

June 26, 2003

Please be seated. Thanks for the warm
welcome. It is my honor to be here with the
entrepreneurs and scholars who are com-
mitted to building a hopeful future for Africa.
I'm honored to be with so many distin-
guished African leaders who know that mar-
ket reforms and open trade can lift every na-
tion on every continent.

All of us here today share some basic be-
liefs. We believe that growth and prosperity
in Africa will contribute to the growth and
prosperity of the world. We believe that
human suffering in Africa creates moral re-
sponsibilities for people everywhere. We be-
lieve that this can be a decade of unprece-
dented advancement for freedom and hope
and healing and peace across the African
Continent. That’s what we believe.

In 11 days, I leave for Africa, and I will
carry this message: The United States be-
lieves in the great potential of Africa. We also
understand the problems of Africa, and this
Nation is fully engaged in a broad, concerted
effort to help Africans find peace, to fight
disease, to build prosperity, and to improve
their own lives.

I want to thank Stephen for his invitation.
And T want to thank those involved with the
Corporate Council on Africa. I appreciate so
very much Frank Fountain, the chairman;
Anita Henri, the vice president. I want to
thank all the board members who are here.
I want to thank you and your—if you’re not
a CEO, thank your CEOs of the companies
you represent for not only serving our Nation
by helping to create jobs but serving our Na-
tion by helping creating more compassionate
and hopeful countries in the continent of Af-
rica.

I want to thank very much Ambassador
Robert Perry, who is a special adviser to the
President on these matters. I want to thank
the senior African government officials here,
but I particularly want to welcome the Afri-
can heads of state and the heads of govern-
ment who are with us today. It was my honor
to have the traditional photo op. But besides
smiling for the cameras, I was smiling to see



